Sheriff’s pilot shows how to keep more cops on beat
➤ Continued From

page

1

transporting and booking.
“Once in a while I might allow
one officer to do it, depending on the
prisoner: no history of violence, no prior escape attempts. But it’s pretty rare
— 99% of the time it’s two officers,”
Cherniss said.
And that two-hour per arrest estimate can randomly spiral out of the
police officer’s control, Cherniss explained.“The Sheriff’s Department controls the booking. If there’s a lockdown
or a shift change, you wait. If the jail
nurse thinks a suspect needs a medical
evaluation before entering the jail population, you wait.”
He noted the problems peculiar to
S.F. General as well.“If you have to take
a guy to S.F. General, you wait. There’s
no special queue for police officers
with people in custody. There could
be three or four gunshot cases ahead
of you on some Friday night.The hospital evaluates the need. So, you handcuff
the guy to the gurney and wait your
turn. Could be two hours, could be
five.”With STUs it’s a deputy cooling his
heels while the arresting officer is back
working his beat.
Cherniss is an STU fan. “I think it’s
great when the sheriff’s deputies handle the job. Look, the community wants
us on the street, not doing booking and
custody,” he said.“Laterals (police officers
from other jurisdictions such as Oakland
accepting temporary assignments with
SFPD) can’t understand why we’re still
transporting and booking. It’s a broken
system.”
At a time when the SFPD is understaffed, Cherniss sees the pilot program
as a plus. “Right now we have about
1,700 officers departmentwide. For a
city of 840,000 that’s too low. We need a
minimum of 2,000. Under the concept of
community policing, officers need to be

seen to be effective. In some of the outer districts, policing can be different. In
the Tenderloin it’s boots on the ground.
My officers love STU. I’m pretty sure the
sheriff’s deputies like it, too. It gets them
out and involved,” he said.
Police Commissioner Victor Hwang,
a former assistant district attorney, supported the pilot program and would
like to see it become a permanent part
of community policing. “I like it. With
the expanded district, Tenderloin Station will be responsible for Westfield
Mall and other places, and I suspect
that it will process more petty thefts
and shoplifting. With deputies handling
those arrests officers stay on the street,”
Hwang said.
Hwang cautioned that the matter
has not come before the commission
yet, and if it does he would need to
hear how effective the pilot has been
in dealing with violent offenders.
“Also, I know there are times when
an arresting officer can develop further
evidence from the offender during
transport and booking. I wonder if that
goes away with the deputies doing the
job,” he noted.
The STU program can have citywide impact. In the controller’s latest
biennial City Survey, San Franciscans’
feelings of safety at night had diminished from 2011. In District 6, less than
half the residents reported they felt
safe walking alone at night, which the
controller attributed to a citywide uptick in aggravated assaults.
More officers on the street could address this safety concern, Cherniss said.
“Sometimes on our day watch we’re
down to seven officers. The more time
they can be on the street, the better.”
Mirkarimi emailed that his department “has been collecting stats and
urging the supervisor (referring to Jane
Kim) to hold a public hearing which
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Stay Connected To the City through SF311
The SF311 Customer Service Center is the single stop for residents to get information
on government services and report problems to the City and County of San Francisco.
And now, we have even more ways for you to stay connected to the City with our
SF311 App and SF311 Explorer website.
The SF311 App lets you get information on City services and submit service requests
on-the-go right from your smartphone. You can track your service requests through
the app or through our new website, SF311 Explorer.
SF311 Explorer not only lets you check the status of your own requests, it enables
you to see what issues are being reported throughout all of San Francisco and what
the City is doing to resolve them.
Download the SF311 App from your smartphone’s app store and visit the SF311
Explorer at explore311.sfgov.org today!
Port of San Francisco
Port of San Francisco announces Contract #2774, Pier 94 High Mast
Lighting Project. Located at Pier 94, the scope of work will consist of
removing two (2) 100-foot high lights and installing two (2) 80-foot high
modern lights. Bidders may either be Class A or Class C-10 licensed,
and only San Francisco certified Micro-LBE contractors are eligible to
bid on this Set-aside contract. Bid discounts, LBE goals, Local Hire,
& Partnering do not apply. Pre-bid meeting: 5/26/15, 10:30 AM at the Contractor
Assistance Center located at 5 Thomas Mellon Circle in San Francisco. Bids Due:
6/30/15, 10:30AM, Pier 1. For questions contact Arnel Prestosa, (415) 274-0627.
Information located on www.sfport.com and www.sfgov.org/oca.
San Francisco Youth Commission

Mark Hedin
Four Tenderloin officers collar a suspect on Leavenworth Street, who, they believe,
stole a cell phone. From left, Officers Conway, Ha, unidentified officer and Faulkner. Reported thefts of personal electronics average more than one a day in the TL.

would necessitate a thorough evaluation of a reform that hasn’t been getting much attention except for BeyondChron and the Examiner.” He argued
the need for a “substantive change in
how community policing is conducted
in San Francisco, in particular in neighborhoods that have been chronically
challenged with public safety issues.”
When the pilot program kicked
off last July, Mirkarimi told the Examiner: “This is a two-front win because
the Sheriff’s Department alleviates the
SFPD so they can turn their attention
back to the community, and we provide
an equivalent service at less cost to the
taxpayer.”
Police Chief Greg Suhr was quoted in the same story: “We are looking
forward to the start of the pilot program, and although we are starting
small, with only two stations, we are
looking forward to having the program
expand to all 10 district stations.” Now,
SFPD public information officer Albie

Esparza said, “The department remains
supportive of the program as far as the
transporting of custodies is concerned.
It can be particularly helpful when alleviating the officers from the hospital
watch. It’s up to the Sheriff’s Department to promote it.”
Mirkarimi will need new funding
to expand the program permanently.
According to aide Ivy Lee, Kim endorses STUs. “She has been supportive of
the program ever since former Sheriff
Hennessey instituted it,” Lee said in an
email.“She has heard from the community that having the Sheriff’s Department handle custodial transfers has
freed up police officers’ time and capacity to be able to be in the community rather than handling routine physical
custodial transfers.”
Lee says Kim would like to see it
funded, but figures it’s the sheriff’s job
to sell it to the supes. “It’s the department head’s role to advocate for the
funding needed,” she wrote.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
San Francisco Mental Health Clients’ Rights Advocates informs, supports and helps individuals receiving mental health services or who need help or
advice about your rights by listening to your concerns and needs and advocating
for your legal rights.
If you’re being treated for a mental disorder, voluntarily or involuntarily, you have
the same legal rights and responsibilities that the U.S. Constitution and California
laws guarantee to all other persons:

“Are you a young person 24 or younger who is interested in improving services
and programs for youth in San Francisco? The newly forming Children, Youth, and
Families Oversight and Advisory Committee (OAC) has three positions for youth
representatives.

• Dignity, privacy and humane care

The OAC will oversee the policies of the Department of Children, Youth and Their
Families and ensure the Children and Youth Fund, passed in November 2014, is
administered in a manner accountable to the community.

• Prompt medical care and treatment

The commitment is approximately 5 hours/month. There is a $500 annual stipend
for participation as well as training and leadership opportunities. Applications are
open until May 15th. Desired qualifications include: direct experience with afterschool, summer, and youth-focused programs in San Francisco; a passion for
youth-inclusion in decision-making; and connection to the diverse experiences of
youth in San Francisco. For more information, please visit the SF Youth Commission
webpage: www.sfgov.org/yc “

• Give or withhold informed consent for medical and psychiatric treatment,
including the right to refuse antipsychotic medication unless there is a legally
defined emergency or a legal determination of incapacity
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC –Tuesdays, 2:00pm, City Hall Chamber, Room 250.
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•
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•
May 19
The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach. Articles are translated
into several languages to provide better public access. The newspaper makes every
effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly. No liability is assumed by the
City and County of San Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions

• Freedom from harm, including unnecessary or excessive physical restraint,
isolation, medication, abuse or neglect
• Information about your treatment and participation in planning your treatment

• Services and information provided in a language you can understand and with
sensitivity to your culture and special needs.
Contact us:
552-8100 (800) 729-7727 Fax: 552-8109

San Francisco Mental Health Clients’ Rights Advocates
1663 Mission Street, Suite 310
San Francisco, CA 94103
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