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Capt. Brown grilled about 2 cars aflame in TL

BY MARJORIE BEGGS

for...

APT. Kathryn Brown, head of

IV DRUG USERS In the last 18 months,
the Drug Overdose Prevention and Education
(DOPE) project has saved 82 lives by administering naloxone to reverse the effects of opiate-related overdoses. The DOPE project,
through the Department of Public Health, has
trained more than 500 people, mostly in
SROs, in what to do if they overdose, how to
recognize the symptoms and how to respond.
More important, they gave them naloxone, a
prescription medication that does the trick. To
find out about OD training and naloxone prescriptions: 554-2615.

Tenderloin Station, was on the
agenda for the May Tenderloin
Futures Collaborative meeting to give
an update on general police doings followed by a Q & A.
But she was about to confront a
series of unexpectedly strange situations, and have to answer alarmed citizens, who seemed to be lying in wait
for her with some questions that she
couldn’t readily answer. The intrigue
began before she arrived.
The night before, according to eyewitness David Villa-Lobos, director of
Community Leadership Alliance and a
resident of the Antonia Manor at 180
Turk, two cars were set afire in the
neighborhood. A couple of hours
before the Collaborative meeting, he’d
sent out an e-mail to his 135-member
newsgroup, with this subject line:
“Two Car Bombs Hit Baghdad and San
Francisco’s Downtown!”
His message equated a UPI story
of seven killed in two Baghdad car
bombings with two TL “car bombs,”
the first in the 200 block of Turk where
“a Molotov bomb [was] thrown into a
parked car,” resulting, he said, in towering flames, tenant evacuations, while
police squad cars were parked down
the street “in a nonresponsive mode.”
Then, a few hours later, “bombs again
resonated through the night air” on the
200 block of Eddy, Villa-Lobos wrote.
David Baker, NOMPC president,
who also witnessed the fires, came to
the 10 a.m. meeting smoking mad. He
insisted on getting Capt. Brown into
the meeting room immediately to
respond to the putative bombings. He
didn’t want to wait for her to show up
at 10:30 and went next door to get her.
“The medium is the message, and
the message is urban terrorism,” Baker
said, once Capt. Brown arrived. “[The
bombings] show a disrespect of the
forces of order, and, if we’re complacent, we’re heading for an abyss.”
He turned to the captain: “I’d like
to hear what you think.”
“I’m not familiar with what happened,” she said simply.
Villa-Lobos reiterated his e-mail.
She knew nothing about it, she
repeated, and said that had there been
something as serious as a car bombing,
she would have been called at home.
“Also, I talked to my lieutenant this
morning,” she said. “He didn’t say anything about it, but I’ll go check my
reports right now.”

TENDERLOIN HOUSING CLINIC The
mayor’s April proposal to cut THC’s $87,000
Community Development Block Grant to
$50,000 was averted by Supe Daly’s intercession. “I worked with MODC and its process to
restore the funds,” Daly told The Extra. “THC
is doing good, affirmative work on eviction
defense. Why cut a program that works?” The
CDBG money supports the Clinic’s free legal
help for renters threatened with eviction.
“One of our attorneys alone currently is representing 50 tenants facing Ellis evictions,”
said Randy Shaw, THC executive director and
beyondchron.org editor.
MEDS IN THE ’HOOD Starting July 1, TL
residents will be able to get some over-thecounter items and all prescription medications
at MOMSPharmacy, 191 Golden Gate. This
newest addition to Tenderloin AIDS Resource
Center services will be a 1,200-square-foot,
ground-floor space but without the traditional
shelves of medications. All inventory, four
pharmacists and six pharmacy techs will be
out of sight, behind two clerks at windows,
one for drop off, one for pickup. MOMS —
Medication On-time Management System —
specializes in HIV/AIDS meds but is licensed
to dispense prescriptions; four of its eight U.S.
locations are in California. The other in S.F. is
at Davies Medical Center. TARC’s MOMS,
which probably will operate 8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., at least five days a week, also is licensed
to dispense methadone, said TARC
Development/PR Manager Colm Hegarty.
The client makes an appointment with the
pharmacy — there’ll be 12 time slots a day for
starters with the methadone dispensed orally,
on site.
LOW-INCOME RENTERS Time again
to get together income information to see if
you qualify for state Renter Assistance. The
once-a-year payment — maximum is a couple hundred dollars — is a reimbursement for
the property taxes you pay indirectly through
your rent. There’s still time to qualify for the
2004 reimbursement; deadline is June 30. You
must have been 62 or older, disabled or blind
on Dec. 31, 2003; paid $50 or more a month
in rent; earned $38,505 or less during the year;
and been a U.S. citizen or legal immigrant
when you file the claim. Filing for 2005 begins
July 1. Information is available at 800-8684171 or www.ftb.ca.gov.
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they eventually go away for that night.
Sometimes to deter them, I take a car
out myself and just sit there and do my
paper work.”
Plainclothes officers make a lot of
arrests, she added, but only the uniform is a deterrent. “And the consequences of [arrests] are so minimal, the
kids can’t figure out why not to do it.”
Baker asked Capt. Brown for 10year drug arrest trends. She referred
him instead to the two-year trends in
her March 2005 Tenderloin Police
Station report to the Police
Commission.
The Extra took a look at the report,
which also summarizes the station’s
history. Brown is the neighborhood’s
eighth captain since the 1991 formation
of the Tenderloin Task Force; the TL
became a full-fledged police district
with its own station at Eddy and Jones
in October 2000.
In 2004, 97 officers responded to
71,701 calls for service, 3,154 more
than the previous year. They made 876
arrests for homicide, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, auto
boosting, other larceny and car theft.
Narcotics arrests totaled 2,074 in 2004,
up slightly from 2,026 in 2003.
RELATIONSHIP WITH POLICE
Thompson was less than satisfied
with Capt. Brown’s responses about
drug dealing and her officers’ effectiveness.
“We had some success handling
the problems on the 100 block of Turk
in the mid-1990s when we got
involved with community policing.”
Thompson said.
(Community policing includes
soliciting input from all levels of the
police, sworn, non-sworn and civilian,
and from business, city officials, public
agencies, community institutions, nonprofits, community leaders, residents.
Community courts also frequently are a
key feature of community policing.)
“We worked with the police, we
knew who was involved with problems,” Thompson continued. “All that
abruptly changed and stopped — and
it came from the police.”
“It stopped with the move from the
Tenderloin Task Force to the Tenderloin Police Station, when this building
opened,” said resident John Nulty.
“And the community is still trying
to get back to where it was a few years
ago,” added Thompson.
Brown’s time was up — Hope
runs a tight ship, timewise. The captain
smiled and excused herself. I

CENTRAL CITY

HE Alexander Tenants Association, which got its

501(c)3 five years ago, hadn’t filed tax forms and other
required paperwork since October 2002.
That’s when the Alexander Residence owner, TNDC,
began renovations that weren’t complete until this January.
In the meantime, residents were displaced, paperwork
was misplaced, and the association fell into disarray, says
Michael Nulty, who lives at the Alexander and counts its tenants group among his many organizational responsibilities.
So the IRS suspended the group’s tax-exempt status and
the state suspended the corporate status, Nulty says.
He has found a law firm — Hanson Bridgett Marcus
Vlahos & Rudy — to take the case pro bono and try to restore
the nonprofit’s charitable status.
Meanwhile, the Alexander Tenants Association is in legal
limbo, but back in action now that the 178-unit SRO has been
made over and the displaced tenants have returned.
Knowing how easily small organizations can be sidetracked, Nulty tells this story as a cautionary tale
for other vulnerable nonprofits. I
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DRUG DEALING DILEMMA
Once Capt. Brown got past the
bomb business, she faced more scrutiny from TFC members.
“This is the first time we’ve seen
you at one of these meetings since you
came to this station [in March 2004],”
said Jim Thompson, 165 Turk apartment manager. “I’d like to welcome
you to attend regularly.”
She said she’d be glad to attend —
or to send one of her lieutenants. Just
let her know when.
To questions about police attempts
to stop drug dealing, she responded
that light penalties and perp persistence “infuriate” her.
“I could take uniformed officers
and have them sit at problem corners
for two hours,” she said. “The dealers
will leave, but we follow them until

Law firm tosses suspended
nonprofit a pro bono lifeline

NEIGHBORHOOD ARTISTS The Boeddeker Park Arts Festival needs — guess
what? — art. The festival isn’t until Oct. 8, but
selections will be made well in advance,
according to Daniel O’Connor of St.
Anthony’s, a sponsor along with the Luggage
Store and Presentation Senior Community.
O’Connor, on the organizing committee, says
artists will be responsible for putting up their
own work and can offer it for sale. Acceptable
are graphic arts, paintings, photos, group art,
even greeting cards. Not in the plan are performing arts. For details and deadlines, call
O’Conner, 563-2806. The festival celebrates
the 20th anniversary of the dedication of the
park to Father Alfred Boeddeker.
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Out of her hearing, Villa-Lobos
said, “We anticipated that she’d say she
didn’t know about it.”
Capt. Brown returned and told the
group she’d found a report: “There’s
not much information: a call about a
fire in a car, no witnesses, nothing
about a Molotov cocktail. But the Fire
Department did feel the fire was suspicious. It might have been a retaliation
for a drug deal gone bad.”
“Well, I think you’re minimizing
this,” Baker said.
The captain tried to end the
exchange by citing the case number
and explaining that the SFPD’s Arson
Task Force would investigate.
“Can we get a followup report on
the incident?” asked TFC Chair Glenda
Hope, S.F. Network Ministries executive director.
“You can call the Arson Task
Force,” Capt. Brown answered.
Baker, who was seated at the other
end of the table from the captain, said
quietly, but audibly, “Capt. B., passing
the buck again.”
The Extra called the SFPD Arson
Task Force a couple of days later.
Inspector Jeff Levin confirmed a report
of two car fires outside of 275 Turk,
“one moderately burned, one minimally, both under investigation,” he said.
There was no report of a car fire on
Eddy.
Two weeks later, we called him for
an update, but he didn’t return our call.
We called Capt. Brown. She had no
further information, she said, and suggested we call the Fire Department’s
Arson Task Force. Capt. Pete Howes of
SFFD said Inspector Levin had already
given us all the information there was.
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Close call for the Living Room
Program cut but won’t shut
BY TOM CARTER

A

NGELS who built a reputation serving pancakes at St. Anthony’s have stepped up to the
plate to save a senior drop-in center at 350
McAllister that had been scheduled to close June 31.
The Living Room, a comfortable, daytime respite
that features hot and cold breakfast, has served up
to 80 seniors a day inside the 51-unit Madonna
Residence since it opened nearly five years ago. In
April, St. Anthony’s stunned the homeless and lowincome regulars – and the staff – by announcing its
trustees were “rebalancing” its services and had
decided to close the program.
A motley group of feisty seniors took the bad
news hard. They went into the streets and to City
Hall, telling a tale of woe to anyone who would listen and wishing for an angel to step in. Meanwhile,
St. Anthony’s had already reassigned the Living
Room staff and planned to rent the space out.
The Secular Franciscans, a Catholic order of lay
people who subscribe to Franciscan values but do
not take religious vows, have agreed to take over
the Living Room for a year, St. Anthony’s Executive
Director Father John Hardin told The Extra. Known
as SFO, the 100-year-old order is devoted to the
poor. This particular St. Boniface chapter, or “fraternity” of about 20, hosted a Sunday pancake breakfast for many years on the second floor at St.
Anthony’s.
“We were trying to figure out another way to
keep the program,” Hardin said. “There was a real
need. Now the Secular Franciscans have agreed to
run it for a year and we’ll then review it. We hope
it will attract new and younger volunteers who want
to do something for seniors.”
Living Room operations will be reduced starting
in July from five days to Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. The hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., will stay the
same but staff will be cut from two full-time positions and a part-timer to one full-time.
“It’s great, though it’s not every day,” said Nancy
Houk, Living Room coordinator. “People still have
the family and can stay in touch.”
Started in 1987 in St. Anthony’s old school, the
Living Room moved around the neighborhood
before settling in at the Madonna Residence – for
poor women over 60 – in August 2000. And the
commodious, high-ceiling space became a five-star
respite to brighten the bleak days of drifting homeless and needy seniors. Its free hot and cold breakfasts, daily movies, cozy chairs and sofas for snoozing or socializing, plus a cheerful staff, made it a hit
from day one. The occasional appearance of a live
chamber music group, breaking up a CD diet of
Kate Smith, Artie Shaw and Django Reinhardt, was
just more frosting.
The seniors don’t want for reading matter and
puzzles, and there’s always a crowd for the once-amonth birthday party with cake and ice cream.
Movies are shown daily at 1 p.m., and impromptu
discussion groups are almost as popular.
Slowly, the seniors found each other and
became a community.
“Over time, you meet kindred spirits,” says regular Jim Scannell, 70, relaxing in a Living Room easy
chair. “And it can get pretty cerebral around here.”
Scannell and two of his friends became a selfappointed rescue team to bring attention to the
pending closing. Scannell wrote a letter to St.
Anthony’s trustees about the virtues of the Living
Room and why it shouldn’t be closed, then William
Lindo, 62, and Bill Haas, 67, took it to the offices of
Supervisor Daly, Mayor Newsom, Neighborhood
Services and Rep. Nancy Pelosi. But the effort got no
response. Daly, contacted by The Extra, thought the
closing was a “rumor” but nonetheless vowed to do
what he could “to preserve” the facility. “It’s a regular stop for me, a beautiful place.”
The team was eager to hit the media with their
plight. An Examiner story May 17 reported that the
Living Room would close. Houk told The Extra she
“commended” the team for their work.
St. Anthony’s trustees were not closing the program to save money.
“We re-evaluate our programs every five years,”
explained Hardin. “And our greatest need is senior
housing.” St. Anthony’s has 17 units of senior housing planned at 121 Golden Gate, but that won’t be
completed until 2010. “It’s always painful to close a
program that’s needed, and I feel terrible about it.
But I’m mandated by the trustees.”

Houk says 3 in 4 of the drop-ins are
men and 1 in 3 is homeless. For many,
it’s as close to a home as they can expect
anymore. By creating a community that
cares for its members, they’ve satisfied a
purpose of the Living Room, the staff
says.
Every day, Wilma Cortez, 61, arrives
for breakfast and stays till closing.
Breakfast is an offering of hot oatmeal,
cold cereals, bread, juices, coffee, tea,
and peanut butter and jelly. Cortez said
three weeks ago that if the Living Room
closed she’d stay in her Mission Hotel
room all day, going out only to the grocery.
“And there wouldn’t be the socializing,” she said. “We hope and pray it’ll be
kept open.”
LENNY LIMJOCO
“If there was no food, they’d still
come,” Houk says. “It’s what they get Larry Sang pitches in daily to keep the Living Room clean.
from each other. And they do things for
each other, look out for each other.
“I’ve never worked for a group I liked better
What’s more important than having people care for
than St. Anthony’s,” said Houk, who has run senior
you?”
She tells the story of a now-bent-over, 91-year- centers in Santa Cruz and Oakland. “And I am sort
old lady who lost her house in the 1989 Loma Prieta of caught in the middle here. But I think the loss of
earthquake, then lived in shelters and on the street. community would be the worst thing. How many
She was a Living Room regular, and some say the families have this kind of closeness? I’d miss sitting
place kept her alive. A few months ago she showed around talking to them – it’s like a general store
up to bid farewell. She was going to live in a com- here, and I’ve learned a lot. I look forward to community outside of Seattle, as arranged by a relative. ing here.”
Scannell and his friends hoped for an angel like
“She had a new blouse on and came to say
goodbye,” Houk said. “I gave her a kiss. It’s too bad Ted Deikel, the San Francisco-based venture capitalthe TV cameras weren’t here. There wouldn’t be a ist who saved the city’s senior escort program.
dry eye anywhere. And even people who leave Deikel’s $100,000 created the new Medical and
Shopping Senior Escort Service, modeled after one
come back for visits.”
There are other programs for seniors, though he established in his hometown of Minneapolis.
What the Living Room regulars got now that SFO
none is a match. The San Francisco Senior Center at
481 O’Farrell has a lunch for $1.50 and various activ- has stepped in is what everybody else in town is
ities but limited space in its lobby and TV room for getting, a cutback. I
hanging out or just
snoozing. The Central
YMCA senior center at
nearby 220 Golden Gate
wants seniors to buy $35
annual memberships to
access its exercise programs. And Canon Kip
Senior Center at 705
Natoma is open the same
hours, has a noon meal
for a flexible $1.50 but
hanging out in its lunch
room watching TV, they
say, doesn’t measure up
to the Living Room’s
comfort or atmosphere.
Part of the Living
Room attraction is that
people feel safe there.
Many say they are not
apt to be hassled by
young people, as can
happen at soup kitchens.
They tend to manifest
their thanks in acts of
kindness. One recent day
a Living Room regular
handed Houk $3 in quarters. “Buy something for
the place,” she said. And
everybody pitches in,
they say, though not
quite like Larry Sang.
“The people here are
nice to us,” says Sang, 66.
“They give us what we
want – and it’s just a
good place for people
like us who have no
place to go. We have a
lot of people who are
disabled, and they spill
and drop things all over
the place. And I like to
see things clean.”
So, when 4 p.m. rolls
around,
Sang
takes
broom,
mop
and
sponges and cleans the
place top to bottom. He’s
done it for eight months.

ATTENTION
SENIORS

If you have a Section 8 housing
voucher and want to move to a
new location, we can help you.
FULL 1-BEDROOMS available.
We have several vacancies
in a very quiet neighborhood
in a building designed especially
for seniors. Wall-to-wall carpets,
elevator, excellent management.
If you are thinking of moving,
call us.
We will pay your moving costs.
Free transportation to see
our apartments, there and back.
No obligation.

Call (415) 205-8113
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