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Kevin Sharps, Episcopal Community Services’ housing director. “She was part of this community but we
had a chance to hold that life for a minute only.”
Desk clerk Rita Whittaker sang the gospel, “Take
My Hand Precious Lord,” and friends remembered
Ms. Lucero.
“Mona was my ex-girlfriend, the person who
took care of me when I
couldn’t care for myself,”
SOUTHSIDE
said Kimby Faires, crying. “Thanks to all of
you for the love you gave Mona — she felt your
love. What we all need to do is take care of one
another and stop this taking of lives.”
Cassie Maxwell, who attended the memorial
with her 4-year-old son, said she met Ms. Lucero
when “my son was a baby. I was in a bad place. I
wanted to die. I’d lay my head in Mona’s lap and

she would comfort me.”
Desk clerk Quentin Hoskins found Ms. Lucero in
her apartment, unresponsive. His efforts to revive
her failed.
“Look to your right and left, and say hello,”
Hoskins told the mourners. “You’ve got your life
and health and a beautiful community here. If you
ever, ever have a problem, come and talk to me —
you’re my family. You make me smile and you
make me worry. I was worried about Ramona
Lucero — I wish she had talked to me.”
Ms. Lucero was born in San Pablo and lived in
San Francisco for 20 years, estranged from her family, Faires told The Extra later. She was on the board
of directors of the S.F. Latino Commission, an addiction treatment program, and often volunteered at
women’s shelters. “But she was troubled,” Faires
said. “She tried to kill herself many times.”
At the end of the memorial, a Bishop Swing resident recalled meeting Ms. Lucero only once, the

day they moved into the building. “She seemed
happy. That tells us that we need to listen to each
other.”
Whittaker closed with the hymn, “How Great
Thou Art” — “I see the stars and I hear the rolling
thunder. . .” ■
—MARJORIE BEGGS
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Everyone Wants
a Big Check at
Tax Time
Get Every Dollar You DeserveSM
At Jackson Hewitt® we’ll ask you all the right
questions so you’ll get every deduction and
credit you deserve. And, that could mean
more money in your pocket.

Call 626-1650 for rate information,
including neighborhood discounts

The faster you come in, the faster
you could get your check.
What you’ll do with it
is up to you.

SAVE 75
$

on Tax Preparation

Offer valid on tax preparation fees only. Does not apply to ﬁnancial products, online tax
preparation product or other services. Present coupon at time of tax preparation.
Valid at participating locations only and may not be combined with any other offer.
Most ofﬁces are independently owned and operated.
EXPIRES: 12/31/2010 COUPON CODE: TQMK7
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345 Third Street, San Francisco, CA 94107
415-978-3000
1475 Polk Street #12, San Francisco, CA 94109
415-359-0322
1434 Divisadero, San Francisco, CA 94115
415-202-8555
1739 O’Farrell at the Fillmore Ctr.
San Francisco, CA 94115
415-749-3000
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